Pennsylvania United
Building Power for Working Families in Western PA

O

ver the past two years, Pennsylvania United has worked to build sustainable community groups and electoral
power throughout western PA. Our power comes from our ability to knit together a landscape of people from
different places and of different races into one organization focused on improving the lives of working families. Together, communities of color along with white working class neighbors ran local campaigns on core issues of justice
and equity. Then we worked to elect leaders who reflect the very best of every kind of American, delivering western
PA for Governor Wolf and other progressive candidates. And this is just the beginning. We are building a movement
to make Pennsylvania a place where freedom and justice are for everyone, no exceptions.

Our Electoral Plan:

To build true power for working class families in Pennsylvania,
we knew that we had to concentrate our efforts beyond just
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. We had to enter the tipping-point
counties that elected Donald Trump by thin margins in 2016,
and organize new and infrequent voters to turn these counties
around.

Our 2018 Election
Impact by the numbers:
65,000
Projected

86,971
Actual

Winning Results:
Our staff and canvassers blew our original projections out of
the water, knocking 86,971 doors and engaging in 24,523 conversations with registered voters across Western Pennsylvania.
We worked tirelessly to shift the narrative away from Trumpism
and toward the fight for affordable healthcare, union jobs, and
fully funded public schools.

Together, we:
•
•
•

Re-elected Governor Tom Wolf with nearly one million
more votes than he received in 2014.
Flipped Erie and Beaver Counties by margins as large as
10% and 15%, respectively.
Increased Democratic turnout in the city of Washington by
nearly 50% from 2014 to 2018.

KNOCKS
$330,000
Projected

$487,500
Actual

funds raised

ERIE COUNTY
@ErieCountyUnited

@ErieUnited

@EriecountyUnited

We know that Erie didn’t become the worst ranked city for African Americans by accident.
For the last two years as Erie revitalization efforts have ramped up in full, our members
have played a critical role in the fight for local development that lifts up all working families. We worked to ensure that new development projects prioritize transparency, community benefits, living wages, and local and minority hiring.
We will continue to encourage members to take on more leadership roles, even potentially
running for elected office. Currently, we’re preparing to develop a slate of candidates who
will work to implement progressive policy in Northwest Pennsylvania.

“This group is very empowering for those in the Erie community who
don’t feel like they’ve had a voice or a means to participate in what they
see (or at times don’t see) happening in their community. Happy to be
able to participate in their work!”
Sydney zimmermann

beaver COUNTY
@beaverCountyUnited

@beaverUnited

@beavercountyUnited

In a county highly segregated along racial
lines, we knew that the need to reform
the criminal justice system cut across
white and black communities. We began
with monthly membership meetings and
progressed to hosting regular expungement
workshops to help people with criminal
backgrounds increase their chances of
securing a job. Eventually, we launched
and executed a successful Ban the Box
campaign, passing legislation that removes
questions about conviction history from
job applications; a simple policy change
that eases hiring barriers and creates a fair
chance to compete for jobs.

“Diversity and all action, meetings are specifically goal oriented.
The purpose of the group is to get and go, not to meet and endlessly
grumble.....my kind of people!”
Marion Tavernaris

washington COUNTY
@washingtonCountyUnited

@washcoUnited

@washingtoncountyUnited

In Washington County, we partnered with local groups to challenge wealth inequality
and racial discrimination and lift up critical issues around environmental and economic
justice. We hosted a Reclaiming Our Wealth Workshop to help educate local residents
about wealth inequality, racial discrimination in the region, and practical financial wellness strategies like budgeting and credit maintenance.
We also hosted Rise for Climate, Jobs, and Justice—the first march in the city of Washington in decades, working closely with the Center for Coalfield Justice to advance a message centered on environmental and economic justice.

"I am so very proud of everyone’s efforts to bring attention to poverty, lack of
a living wage and racism in this county. The demonstration was well organized,
peaceful and hit all the right notes. I definitely noticed legislators paying attention. I’m happy to be a part of Washington County United and would ask others in
our community to join us."
Susan Bayard

Thank you to our funders and partners
Funders:
America Votes, For Our Future,
Movement Voter Project,
Partnership for Working Families,
State Victory Fund

coalition partners:
Planned Parenthood PA Advocates,
SEIU 32BJ, SEIU Healthcare PA, Sierra Club
of Pennsylvania, State Innovation Exchange
(SiX), USW International, UFCW 1776KS

Support our work. Donate at https://donate.paunited.org
Pennsylvania United • 841 California Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15212

